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whelmed England after the Restoration. It is certain
that the literature, the art, and the tone of wealthy
society in France were demoralised by the libertinage
in high places of the Second Empire.

It may be asked whether the mechanical pressure
exerted by public opinion in modern society is not
just as destructive of vigorous individuality as Church
authority could have been. Under the old system, a
sceptic bowed to the consecrated wafer, though he did
not believe in the Real Presence, and abstained from
sacrilegious words and acts, because he was afraid of
being imprisoned or burned. In the nineteenth
century he attends church, repeats a creed which he
believes to be outworn, and lets his children be taught
from a book which he regards as a collection of old
wife's fables, because he knows that violently to
repudiate the faith of the majority will injure him
in society and in his profession. Under the old
system, a libertine abstained from seducing his
neighbour's wife for fear of being fined -in the
Dean's Court, and made to do public penance; at
present, he is afraid of an action at law, of some
social disrepute, and of political ruin. Are not the
conformity and the morality no better than an
organised hypocrisy ? And where is the gain in
having discarded the ecclesiastical system ? The
gain, it may be admitted, is not complete or unalloyed.
Nevertheless, in matters of religion, it may surely be
said that the tolerance of secular society is distinctly
greater than that of Church courts influenced by
professional feeling as well as by conviction.
Probably, even now, there is essential truth in the
description of English society which a German cynic
gave thirty years ago. " A man in England may be